3$0       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

In their own sphere, they en]oy powers which the British
monatchs have not possessed for centuries. The present
British King is merely the first citizen of bis country. He
cannot arrest a single peison at his mere wish. He cannot
administer corporal punishment to a single person with-
out coming like any other citizen under the law of the
State. This severe limitation on the British monarchy is
rightly the envy of the world. But every Indian Prince
is a Hitler in bis own State. He can shoot his people
without coming under any law. Hitler enjoys no greater
powers. If I am not mistaken, the German constitu-
tion does impose some limits on the Fuehter. Great
Britain^ position as the self-constituted guardian of
democracy is compromised, so long as it has mote than
500 autocrats as its allies. The Princes will render Great
Britain a real service when they can offer their services not
as so many autocrats, but as true representatives of their
people. I venture, therefore, to suggest to Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Aiyar, the distinguished constitutional law-
yer that he is, that he has ill served the people and the
Prince of Travancore and the British Government by
suspending political reforms and threatening the State
Congress with dire consequences, if it dares to carry on the
contemplated agitation for political advance during these
times.